Server audio DAC without operation switches
"ORATORIO" developed by Liedson from France is a high-performance network audio
player that calls itself a server audio DAC. As the name suggests, while keeping the functions
of DAC and network player at the core, it also functions as a server by incorporating SSD that
can be selected, and also supports ripping with the built-in optical disk drive. Gil Aguilera, the
founder of the brand, is a unique person who has been developing streamers since 2006 and is
also active as a painter and sculptor, even from the design of "Oratorio" which boldly
combines aluminum and natural wood. You can see a part of that extraordinary talent.
According to the concept of "pure noiseless music", the functions and operation switches that
are unnecessary for listening to music are omitted, and the appearance is good, but when you
start the dedicated application on your tablet or computer, you can freely control abundant
functions. .. We are working on the design after drawing a clear ideal image not only for
physical performance but also for appearance and usability.
The freshness of the master is comparable to the sound of LP
Among the abundant functions, this time I tried network playback and CD ripping of NAS
sound source, so let's report on its usability and sound quality. The dedicated app is currently
operated in English, but the operation is fast and the menu hierarchy and operation interface
are reasonably designed. All operations are performed by the dedicated application
"Direttore". Currently, there is a part in the maintenance stage, but I hope that the update will
support Japanese and organize the items.
When playing back high-resolution audio sources saved on fidata's server, it impresses with
the high degree of separation between the instruments and the good visibility of the lingering
sound. Dunedin Consort's "Handel / Acis and Galatea" has a clear singing voice that
permeates the highest range of both soprano and tenor, and brings out the highly transparent
sound that is characteristic of this performance with the freshness of the master. Although the
orchestra was organized to a minimum, I was able to enjoy the good visibility of chamber
music.
The live sound source of Arne Domnerus is reproduced with a realistic sound that conveys the
atmosphere of the performance site and the enthusiasm of the audience, and the uplifting
feeling transmitted from the incandescent performance of the drum of "Take 5" is comparable
to the vivid sound heard on LP records. .. When this sound source is played back as data, it
may sound a little cooler than LP, but on the contrary, "Oratorio" has the advantage of
directly reproducing the strength and temperature feeling associated with the performance. ..
CD ripping sound source is also high density and natural reproducibility
CD ripping by operation from the application is set to prioritize sound quality over speed. It
takes time, but listening to the high-density, neutral playback of the playback from the
internal storage should quickly resolve that dissatisfaction. You can expand the capacity of
the SSD with an additional option, so if you want to load all the thousands of CD libraries
into the "Oratorio", that is also in sight, but if you already have a music server at hand, the
main unit storage. The correct answer would be to minimize the number of files and focus on
network playback from an external NAS. If the user decides and introduces a specific policy
on how to use the abundant functions properly, it should surely meet that expectation.

